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During the late medieval period, the City 
of London was a bustling town full of 
houses, churches, workshops, and mar-
kets. Permanent shops selling all sorts of 
goods, including tallow products of 
course, had replaced the stalls which 
used to line Cheapside, and along the Riv-
er Thames trade was thriving. Indeed, by 
1500 around a third of all England’s over-
seas trade passed through London. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that the 
Tallow Chandlers’ Company decided it 
was time to put down permanent roots in 
the heart of the city, especially after hav-
ing been issued the Grant of Arms in 1456 
and then its Charter of Incorporation in 
1462. In 1464 we know that the Company 
was occupying premises (likely rented) on 

Origins of Tallow Chandlers’ Hall 
The Purchase of the Original Hall in 1476 

Tallow Chandlers’ Company 

In 1512, the Com-
pany’s Letters Pa-
tent were granted 
by King Henry VIII 

authorising the 
Lord Mayor with 
the Master and 
Wardens of the 

Tallow Chandlers to 
search for all man-
ner of oils brought 

into the City for 
sale, and to destroy 
all found defective 
or wrongly mixed.  

Interesting fact 

1 

A 15th Century London Street 



the corner of Old Broad Street and Throgmorton 
Street, just a ten minute walk north from our current 
Hall. However, in 1476 the Tallow Chandlers had the 
opportunity to purchase a site which would go on to 

be a convivial meeting place for company members 
for over half a millennium. 

Enter John Steward, wealthy tallow chandler and 
Master of the Company in 1467 and 1472. It was 
Steward who on his death in 1472 gifted properties in 
Bishopsgate to the Tallow Chandlers’ Company, ena-
bling them to buy a Hall on our current site on Dow-
gate Hill. The property was purchased on 9th March 
1476 from the trustees of a Dame Margaret Alley, 
and included ‘all of the londes and tenements’ – the 
land as well as the buildings upon it, most likely a 
common hall with living quarters and some small 
shops. The premises were bought for a total £166 
13s. 4d., of which £100 was payable over ten annual 
instalments.  

Various renovations and adjustments were made to 
the Hall in the following decades, including roofing 
repairs and wainscotting in the 1540s as well as struc-
tural alterations to the hall and parlour in the 1570s. 
It seems as though the Hall was kept generally in 
good shape throughout the 16th century and until 
tragedy struck in 1666 with the Great Fire of Lon-
don’s destruction of the site. 

It is fascinating to think that Tallow Chandlers have 
been active on the same patch of land for nearly 550 
years, despite all the tri-
als and tribulations Lon-
don has seen over the 
centuries. 

 

Tallow Chandlers’ Company 

Want to know more?  
Take a look at the History and Archives pages or the Company History Timeline on our website 

And make sure to check out our most recent Historical Artefact of the Month 
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Rushlights 

It may be of interest to some of our members that the Channel Five televi-
sion programme, Our Yorkshire Farm shows the process of submerging 

stripped reeds into mutton fat (tallow) to create a rushlight - thank you to 
Past Master Tim Piper for spotting the segment. Rushlights were vital to 

country living as they were quick, easy and extremely inexpensive to make 
as materials were so readily available. These were different to tallow rush-
candles, another cheap lighting source, which were designed to burn for 

longer and were typically used in towns and cities. 

 For those interested, the rushlights feature at around 26 minutes into 
episode 4 of series 3. Click here for the link. 

A bundle of rushlights 

The great hall at Eltham Palace built in the 1470s, though 

the newly purchased Tallow Chandlers’ Hall would not have 

been nearly as grand, this image demonstrates the style of 

the period. 

https://www.tallowchandlers.org/about-us/our-history
https://www.tallowchandlers.org/company-timeline
https://www.tallowchandlers.org/members-area/archives/artefact-of-the-month
https://www.my5.tv/our-yorkshire-farm/season-3/episode-4

