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Want to know more?  
Take a look at the History and Archives pages or the Company History Timeline on our website 

and make sure to check out our most recent Historical Artefact of the Month 

The millennium sundial window, situated 
at the top of the centre window in our 
Court Room, was designed and construct-
ed by Mr Edward James Swingler, a mem-
ber of the British Sundial Society.  

These types of sundial were popular dur-
ing the seventeenth century, making it an 
excellent addition to our 1672 Hall. In-
deed, our window was designed to closely 
resembles the style of other dials from 
that period as seen in existing examples by 
renowned craftsmen John Oliver (1616-
1701) and Henry Gyles (1645-1709). 

The Weavers’ Company has a similar glass 
sundial (John Oliver, 1669), now installed 
in the Court Room of their modernised 
Victorian almshouses after it was removed 
from the Company Hall in 1916 for safe-
keeping from Zeppelin bombing raids and 
then lost in storage for 70 years. 

Complete with the Tallow Chandlers’ Com-
pany Crest in the centre, our sundial is 
made of stained and painted leaded glass, 
with the frame and gnomon (shadow cast-
er) of brass, riveted and silver soldered. 
The Roman numerals at the top of the 
window commemorate the year 2000 
(MM), and either side are the shields of 
the City of London and of Christopher Hol-
borow. The coat of arms at the base is that 
of the City of London. 

The sundial window was unveiled as part 
of the Millennium celebrations and was 
the concept of Past Master Christopher 
Holborow who sadly passed away before 
the project was completed. An inscription 
to the right of the window reads “The sun-
dial window to mark the Millennium was 
the inspiration of Christopher Holborow 
(1926-1998), Master 1996, and was pre-
sented by his widow Caroline.’ The win-
dow was unveiled on Friday 19th February 
1999. 

Weavers’ Company 
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The oldest known 

stained glass sundial 

dates from 1529 and 

was originally 

located somewhere 

in Germany, though 

it is now held by the 

Adler Planetarium & 

Astronomy 

Museum in Illinois. 
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According to the 
British Sundial 

Society, ours was 
the first sundial 
window to be 

installed in the City 
of London. As of 
1999 there were 
only 4 in Greater 
London and less 
than 40 in the 

whole of the British 
Isles. 

Interesting fact 

https://www.tallowchandlers.org/about-us/our-history
https://www.tallowchandlers.org/company-timeline
https://www.tallowchandlers.org/members-area/archives/artefact-of-the-month

