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The Great Fire of London is infamous for hav-
ing almost completely destroyed the City of 
London, including the original Tallow Chan-
dlers’ Hall which we had been occupying 
since the 15th century. However, while much 
of the city and its contents were lost, our 
Company leapt into action upon the news of 
approaching disaster managing to save the 

most important document and artefacts of 
the Hall. 

At approximately 1.45am on Sunday 2nd 
September 1666, a fire was discovered at the 
bakery in Pudding Lane, where witnesses say 
it burned for around an hour before spread-
ing to the surrounding buildings. Resident 
baker Thomas Farynor and his household 
were able to escape the blaze through an 
upstairs window, unaware of the carnage 
their initially small fire would cause through-
out the city. 

Like many of London’s buildings, the bakery 
was most probably built of very flammable 
materials; timber-framed walls in-filled with 
wattle and daub likely made up the structure 
of the building, with the exterior coated with 
pitch to offer a primitive form of water-
proofing and the roof was most likely a tim-
ber frame with shingle tiles, as straw thatch 
had not been permitted as a roof covering in 
the City of London since the 13th century, 
due to its flammability. 

Aided by strong easterly winds and the dry 
conditions created by drought, the fire 
spread rapidly along London’s narrow streets 
towards the River Thames during the morn-

Tallow Chandlers’ Hall and the Great Fire of London 
Mantlepiece Painting in The Company’s Court Room 
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It is a myth that the 

Great Fire was re-

sponsible for the 

end of the Great 

Plague of London. 

By September 1666 

plague deaths were 

already declining 

and the fire left 

many areas of Lon-

don untouched. 

However, the fire 

would certainly 

have killed some 

plague rats and 

their fleas. 

Interesting fact 



ing and by around 8am over 300 houses as well as Fish-
mongers’ Hall, the first of 44 livery halls, had been de-
stroyed. Things were looking increasingly hazardous for 
the Tallow Chandlers. 

Residing at the Hall, the Company Clerk may have been 
the one to alert Master Richard Edlin to the Company’s 
impending danger. They worked quickly to fill the Mas-
ters’ coach with Company charters, books and silver to be 
transported to his family home outside of London. This is 
depicted in the painting above the fireplace in the Court 
Room. 

By early Monday morning, the fire had engulfed Cannon 
Street and Cloak Lane, and by dawn it is likely our Hall had 
been reduced to a smouldering ruin. The two large wood-
en beams in the cellar underneath the Company offices 
are thought to be all that remains of the original struc-
ture. 

Eventually, and after a severe lack of coordination in 
attempts to quash the fire, the flames died down. In 2016, 
the Worshipful Company of Firefighters undertook an offi-

cial investigation into the Great Fire of London 1666 and 
concluded that ‘The fire spread to multiple structures 
over a four-day period. It destroyed 80 per cent of the 
City of London, including 373 acres within the City Walls 
and 63 acres outside of them. The property destruction 
included 87 out of 109 churches, six chapels, 13,200 hous-
es, three City Gates and 44 livery halls. Some 100,000 
people were made homeless and six people were report-
ed to have died in the fire.’ 

Crucially, following the Great Fire safety measures were 
put into place; ‘King Charles II issued a decree saying that 
all buildings were to be built out of brick or stone and that 
roads were to be widened, thereby increasing the separa-
tion distances between buildings.’ Along with the premis-
es of many other Livery Companies, our current Hall was 
completed to these specifications just six years after the 
devastation of 1666 and is one of the few to have sur-
vived almost untouched by disaster since then. 

“The painting shows our belongings being loaded into 
the coach by four young men in a uniform livery, indi-
cating perhaps that they were the Master’s servants or 
apprentices. The Clerk is seen directing operations. 
Members of one of the regiments of trained bands, 
which were called out for duty during the fire to pre-
vent looting, stand guard. Their officer can be seen 
standing just behind the Clerk with another man in-
tended, no doubt, to be the Master.” 

R.F. Monier Williams 

Want to know more?  
Take a look at the History and Archives pages or the Company History Timeline on our website 

And make sure to check out our most recent Historical Artefact of the Month 
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https://www.tallowchandlers.org/about-us/our-history
https://www.tallowchandlers.org/members-area/archives/artefact-of-the-month

